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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Res trictions 

Claims 1-8 and 16-35 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.142(b) as being drawn to nonelected species, there being no allowable generic 
or linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on 4/21/08. 

Specification 

The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

The following title is suggested: "IMAGE FORMING APPARATUS AND 
METHOD INCLUDING CANCELLING A POWER SAVE MODE". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 9-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Isobe et al. (US 6295429) in view of Matsuura (US 4745436). 

With respect to claims 9 and 15, Isobe et al. disclose an image forming 
apparatus and control method for an image forming apparatus comprising and/or 
including: a process unit capable of being removably mounted in an apparatus body (as 
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shown at least in figs. 1 and/or 8, items 20 Y, C, and/or M); a switching unit for switching 
the apparatus between a state to permit the mounting/dismounting of the process unit 
and a state to inhibit the mounting/dismounting of the process unit (as discussed at 
least in col. 9, lines 45-65); a cover member which is free to be shifted between an open 
position and a close position with respect to the apparatus body and which, in the close 
position, serves to restrict an operation of mounting/dismounting the process unit by a 
user (as shown at least in fig. 2, items 39 and/or 43); and a controller capable of 
executing a power save mode by deactivating some parts, inclusive of the switching 
unit, of the apparatus, the power save mode in which the apparatus consumes less 
power than that consumed during an image forming operation (as discussed at least in 
col. 11, lines 45-50 by the "sleep mode" and/or "standby mode") 

With respect to claims 9 and 15, Isobe et al. do not disclose wherein when the 
cover member is opened during the execution of the power save mode, the controller 
cancels the power save mode to shift the apparatus to a state to permit an operation of 
the switching unit. 

With respect to claims 9 and 15, Matsuura teaches wherein when the cover 
member is opened during the execution of the power save mode, the controller cancels 
the power save mode to shift the apparatus to a state to permit an operation of the 
switching unit (as discussed at least in col. 3, line 59 - col. 4, line 1 0). 

With further respect to claim 1 0, Isobe et al. further disclose a command input 
unit for accepting a process-unit mounting/dismounting command from the user, 
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wherein when the command input unit accepts the mounting/dismounting command 
input, the controller operates the switching unit to shift the apparatus to the state to 
permit the mounting/dismounting of the process unit (figs. 2 and/or 3, item 47; col. 9, 
lines 45-50). 

With further respect to claim 1 1 Isobe et al. further disclose wherein the 
command input unit is designed not to accept the command inputted by the user while 
the cover member is in the close position (as shown at least in figs. 2 and 3 where item 
47 cannot accept inputs from a user when the cover 39 is closed). 

With respect to claim 12, Isobe et al. further disclose a power source for 
supplying power to the switching unit, wherein the controller deactivates the power 
source in the power save mode (as discussed at least in col. 1 1 , lines 40-50 and/or col. 
16, line 40 -col. 17, Iin3 20). 

With respect to claim 13, Isobe et al. further disclose a development rotary (fig. 1 , 
item 20) capable of being mounted with a developer as the process unit (fig. 1 , items 
20Y,M,C) and driven into rotation by a driver, wherein the driver functions as the 
switching unit by selectively positioning the development rotary at a predetermined 
mounting/dismounting position defined in correspondence to the developer for 
permitting the mounting/dismounting of the developer, or at any other position (as 
discussed at least in col. 9, lines 45-65). 

With respect to claim 14, Isobe et al. further disclose wherein the controller starts 
the power save mode when a predetermined length of time has passed in a state where 
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the apparatus is applied with no operation request from an external apparatus 
connected with the apparatus or from the user (as discussed at least in col. 1 1 , lines 40- 
50 and/or col. 16, line 40 -col. 17, Iin3 20). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to let the power save mode of Isobe et al. (US 6295429) be 
cancelled by opening a cover member as taught by Matsuura et al. (US 4745436) for at 
least the purpose of saving the user time (as discussed by Matsuura et al. at least in 
col. 2, lines 6-65). 
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Remarks 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joseph S. Wong whose telephone number is (571)272- 
8457. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9:00 - 5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Gray can be reached on (571)272-21 19. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/David M Gray/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2852 

Joseph Wong 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2852 
5/19/08 



